The Last Good Paradise Discussion Questions
1. Ann and Richard experience a strain in their relationship at the start of the novel, resulting from stress at work and a lack of intimacy. Do you think all couples face the same struggles to some degree? Of the two, do you think either carries more of the blame for their marital issues? 

2. Dex retreats to the island in an attempt to escape his overwhelming depression and hoping to find inspiration for his next album. Do you think fame is to blame for Dex’s unhappiness, or do you think he brought it upon himself? If he were never famous, do you think he would have treated the women in his life better?

3. Cooked and Titi, set to inherit the retreat, are strongly opposed to tourists at the start of the novel. Do you sympathize with their views of the tourists? Do you think tourism is more harmful or helpful in remote areas?
4. How do you feel about the choice Loren makes at the end of the novel? Are you able to understand why he made that decision? Do you think it was a fitting ending for his story?
5. The local islanders in the novel are wage slaves, forced to live in impoverished conditions rampant with disease, and to cater to wealthy tourists and French settlers in order to survive. What do you think about the inequalities and social injustices that less-developed civilizations are forced to endure? Whose responsibility is it to help them?

6. Loren and Ann draw shapes in the sand at two pivotal moments in the novel. What do you believe is the importance of these shapes? Did you find Ann’s drawing fitting for the occasion? What do you think it said about her personal transformation?

7. The island that Ann and Richard run away to is totally unplugged. Do you think society is too tuned into technology? Does technology really bring people together? How did you feel about the webcam in the novel?
8. All of the guests at the resort are there in an attempt to flee from issues at home. Do you think it is possible to run away from one’s problems, or do you think the only way to solve a problem is to face it? Have you ever wanted to run away to a desert island?

9. There are several cases of infidelity in this novel. Do you think the affairs in this novel should have been forgiven? How did the infidelities affect your views of the relationships in the novel? Would you forgive a partner under similar circumstances?
10. Richard is a chef who doesn’t like working with meat. Do you think Richard is strong for continuing his career path despite his aversion, or weak for not being able to overcome his qualms? Have you ever done something even though it bothered you to accomplish a greater goal?

11. Which character did you relate to the most? The least? Why?

12. How do you feel about the decision Ann and RIchard make at the end of the novel? Can you imagine making such a decision? Why or why not?

13. All of the characters are looking for happiness in various forms. Do you think any of them find it or are closer to it by the novel's end? Do you think Americans are unique in thinking of happiness as an inherent right?

14. Much of the novel is about second acts in people's lives. Do you think second acts are possible, permissible, selfish, brave?
